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Curriculum Overview for Year 4 - Autumn 
 

Reading: 
apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and etymology) both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words that they 
meet. 
listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction and retrieve 
and infer information from these texts 
read books that are structured in different ways  
 identify and discuss themes and conventions in and across 
a wide range of books 
 ask questions to improve their understanding of a text 
draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence 
 discuss the words and phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination 
predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied 
identify the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarising these  
 participate in discussion about both books that are read 
to them and those they can read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what others say 

 

English 
Writing: 
discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 
discuss and recording ideas  
create settings, characters and plot in narratives 
use and punctuate direct speech accurately  
compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and an increasing of sentence 
structures 
organise paragraphs around a theme 
assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggest improvements 
propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 

 

 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling: 
• spell further homophones 
• spell words that are often misspelt 
• use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary 
•  
 
use fronted adverbials and 
punctuate these accurately 
• use and punctuate direct speech 
• choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for 
clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition 
• use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause 
• use a wider range of conjunctions 

 

Art & Design 
 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record and evaluate ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting  
and sculpture with varied materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers 

 

Computing 
 

 Describe how networks connect to other networks 

 Set and Agree Online Safety rules 

 
 
 

 Recognise how networked devices make up the internet 

 Learn how websites can be shared via the WWW 
 Describe how content on the WWW is created and 

accessed 
 Evaluate the consequences of unreliable content 

Design & Technology 
 

 Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for 
purpose  

 Use annotated sketches and prototypes to  
                      explain ideas  

 
 

 Evaluate existing products & improve own work 

 Use mechanical systems in own work  

 Understand seasonality; prepare & cook savoury dishes 

Geography 
 
 

 Understand that our food comes from different places 
around the world 

 Know how land is used to produce food 

 Explore how food is produced in different climate zones 

 Explore and understand the trade links that enable food 
from around the world to be sold in the UK 

 
 
Number & PV 
-Find 1000 more or less than a given number.  
-Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25, 1000.  
-Recognise PV of each digit in a 4-digit number 
(thousands,  hundreds, tens, and ones).  
-Order and compare numbers beyond 1000.  
-Round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000.  
Addition & Subtraction 
-+ & - numbers with up to four digits using the 
efficient written methods  
-Solve two-step problems in contexts, deciding 
operations and methods  
Multiplication & Division 
-Recall multiplication facts up to 12 × 12.  
-Use PV, known and derived facts to x & ÷ 
mentally, including 
-Solve problems involving multiplying and adding,  
.  
 

Mathematics 
Geometry 
-Compare and classify geometric shapes, 
including quadrilaterals and triangles, based on 
properties & sizes.  
-Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes  
-complete a simple symmetric figure 
-Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare 
and order angles up to two right angles by size.  
-Plot specified points and draw sides to 
complete a given polygon. 
Measures 
-Convert between different units of measure  
-Measure and calculate the perimeter of a 
rectilinear figure – 
-Estimate, compare and calculate different 
measures, including money in pounds and 
pence 
-Solve time problems 

 
Fractions 
-Recognise and show, common  
equivalent fractions.  
-Count up and down in hundredths; 
recognise that hundredths arise when 
dividing an  
object by a hundred and dividing tenths  
by ten.  
-Solve problems with fractions 
     Modern         Languages 

 Revision of colours 

 Parts of the body 

 Listen & engage to a balance of written and spoken 

vocabulary 

 Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary  

 Develop appropriate pronunciation  

 Show understanding of words & phrases  

 Appreciate stories, songs, poems & rhymes 

 Broaden vocabulary 

 

Physical         Education 
 
 

 Use running,  jumping, catching and throwing in 
isolation and in combination  

 Play competitive games, modified as appropriate  

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics  
 Compare performances to achieve personal bests  
 Swimming proficiency at 25m 

 

 

 

 

Music 
Djembe 

 Appreciate and understand the place of African 
drumming within various African Cultures. 

 Learn how to play a ‘Bass and Slap’. 

 Explore how sound is created on all the 
instrument. 

 Explore simple rhythms. 

 Learn to follow and sing a melody with an 
understanding of pitch. 

 

 
Religious                Education 

 

 Know and understand                   Muslim beliefs: Why is 
Muhammed called the messenger of God? 

 Through Christianity and Judaism explore  
if God made the World, why isn’t it perfect?  

 
 

 Explore What does it mean to be free?  

 Understand what duty means to Hindus. 

 Treat sacred texts with respect and understand why. 
 
 

Science 
 
 
Classification 
 

 How organisms can be grouped based on their 
characteristics 

 
Digestion 
 

 Describe the functions of the digestive system 

History 
 

 Place the ancient Greek civilisation in time    
 Understand the term ‘democracy’    
 Learn the difference between Athens and 
Sparta    

 

 

 
 

 Learn about Ancient Greek warfare     
 Beliefs of Ancient Greeks    
 Daily life in Ancient Greece    
 Impact of Ancient Greek civilisation on the 
modern world  
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