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Curriculum Overview for Year 5 – Autumn  
 

Reading: 
discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination 
predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied 
check that the text makes sense to them, discuss their 
understanding, and explain the meaning of words in 
context 
retrieve and record information from non-fiction 
draw inferences and justify inferences with evidence 
articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
identify main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarise 
ask questions to improve their understanding of a text 
read their own writing aloud to a group or the whole 
class, using appropriate intonation and controlling the 
tone and volume sothat the meaning is clear 

 

English 
Writing: 
compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and rich 
vocabulary and and increasing range of sentence 
structures 
assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggest improvements 
discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure,vocabulary and grammar 
discuss and record ideas 
in narratives, create settings, characters and plot 
organise paragraphs around a theme 
 propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including the accurate use 
of pronouns in sentences  
proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 
in non-narrative material, use simple 
organisational devices (for example, headings and 
sub-headings) 

 

 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling: 
use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 
express time and cause 
 use commas after fronted adverbials 
 indicate possession by using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns 
 use and punctuating direct  
speech 
use the present perfect form of  
verbs in contrast to the past tense 
use further prefixes and suffixes 
Continue to distinguish between homophones 
Use dictionaries and a thesaurus 

 

Art & Design 
 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit & evaluate 
ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting  
and sculpture with varied materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers 

 

Computing 
 

 Set and Agree Online Safety rules 

 Understand the role of computer systems in our lives 

 Recognise how information is transferred over 
the internet 

 Explain how online sharing allows us to 
connect and work together 

 Contribute to a shared online project 

 Create a vector drawing, combining shapes 

 Use layers and tools to create a desired effect 

 Group objects to make them easier to work with 
 

Design & Technology 
 

 Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for 
purpose and aimed at specific groups  

 Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams &  
computer-aided design  

 Analyse & evaluate existing products and  
                improve own work  
 
 

 Use mechanical & electrical systems in own products, 
including programming  

 Cook savoury dishes for a healthy & varied diet 

 

Geography 
 
 
 

 Find out about the needs of early settlers   

 Be able to identify settlements and reasons for their 
siting   

 

Number & PV 
-read, write, order and compare  
numbers at least to 1,000,000  
 
 
-count forwards or backwards in steps of powers 
of 10 up to 1,000,000.  
-interpret negative numbers in context 
Four Operations 
-add and subtract whole numbers with more 
than 4 digits, including using formal methods 
-solve addition and subtraction multi-step 
problems in contexts  
-identify multiples and factors, including factor 
pairs & common factors 
-know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, 
prime factors and composite numbers.  
-x & ÷ whole numbers and decimals by 10, 100 
and 1000.  
-Recognise and use square & cube numbers n 

 

Mathematics 
Geometry 
--know angles are measured in degrees; 
estimate, compare acute, obtuse and reflex 
angles 
-draw given angles & measure in degrees (º).  
-identify angles at a point and one whole turn, 
on a straight line and 1/2 a turn 
Measures 
-convert between different units of measure 
-understand and use approximate 
equivalences between metric units and 
imperial 
-measure and calculate the perimeter of 
composite rectilinear shapes 
-calculate and compare the area of compound 
shapes  
-use all four operations to solve problems 
involving measure 
 

Fractions, Decimals & Percentages 
-compare and order fractions 
-read/write decimal numbers as fractions  
-round decimals with two decimal places 
 -read, write, order and compare numbers 
with up to three decimal places.  
-solve problems involving numbers up to 
 three decimal places.  
Geometry 
-identify 3D shapes from 2D  
representations.  
-distinguish between regular & irregular 
polygons based on reasoning  
Statistics 
-read and interpret data in 
tables, including  
timetables & line graphs 
 

    Modern        Languages 
 

 Buildings on the high street, directions 

 Listen & engage through speaking, reading and writing. 

 Speak in simple language & be understood 

 Develop appropriate pronunciation 

 Present ideas & information orally 

 Show understanding in simple reading 

 Describe people, places & things 

 Use verbs to have, to be 

 

Physical         Education 
 
 

 Use running,  jumping, catching  and throwing in isolation 
and  in combination  

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles  

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics 

 Take part in Outdoor & Adventurous activities  

 Compare performances to achieve personal  bests  

 

 

Music 
Ukulele 

 Learn to play the ukulele with good posture. 

 Develop technical control of their instrument 
to produce a pleasing musical sound. 

 Explore how sound is created on the ukulele. 

 Explore the relationship between vibration, 
soundwaves and pitch. 

 Embed the concepts of pulse and rhythm. 

 Develop their ensemble skills and understand 
that quality musical outcomes will be achieved 
as a result of good teamwork. 

 

            Religious    Education 
 Explore why we                          should do without 

through Buddhist                      teachings. 

 Learn what it means to be persecuted for your religion              
or non-religious world view through news  

     stories and historical reports. 

 Learn what makes a place sacred through the  
eyes of different religions. 

 Understand why the Easter story is so important to 
Christians. 

 To know why remembrance is so important to Sikhs.  

 Explore justice and equality work in different religions. 

Science 
 
 
Earth and Space 
 

 To understand the Earth’s properties, orbit  
and its relationship with the Moon and Sun. 

  
Life Cycles 
  

 To describe the life cycles of different living organisms. 

 

History 
 

 Find out why the Anglo-Saxons invaded  
 How people’s lived changed when Christianity 
came to Britain  

 

 

 

 

 
 Learn why the Saxons were able to see                  
off the Viking threat  
 Explore how effective Saxon justice was  
 Look at a range of arguments (for and against) 
linked to monasteries being international centres of 
learning.   
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