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Curriculum Overview for Year 5 – Spring 
 

Reading: 
increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books 
from our literary heritage 
identifying and discussing themes and conventions 
checking that text makes sense to them, discussing 

their understanding and exploring the meaning of 

words in context 
drawing inferences and justifying inferences with 

evidence 
summarising the main ideas identifying key details 

identifying how language, structure and presentation 

contribute to meaning 
discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 

including figurative language, considering the 

impact on the reader 
explain and discuss their understanding of what they 

have read, including through formal 

presentations, 
 provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

English 
Writing: 
Plan writing by: 
identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 

selecting the appropriate form 
Draft and write by: 
selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 

understanding how such choices can change and 

enhance meaning 
in narratives, describing settings, characters and 

atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey 

character and advance the action 
using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within 

and across paragraphs 
using further organisational and presentational devices 

to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, 

headings, bullet points, underlining] 
Evaluate and edit their own work 

 

 
Grammar and Punctuation: 
using expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely 
using relative clauses beginning with who, which, 

where, when, whose, that  
using commas to clarify meaning or  

avoid ambiguity in writing 
using semi-colons or colons to mark  

boundaries between independent clauses 
using a colon to introduce a list 
Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of 

time, place and number or tense choices 

Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity 

 

 

Art & Design 
 

 Use sketchbooks to collect, record, review, revisit &  
evaluate ideas  

 Improve mastery of techniques such as drawing, painting  
and sculpture with varied materials  

 Learn about great artists, architects & designers 

 

Computing 
 

 Identify devices which capture video 
 Use a range of techniques to capture video 
 To improve video by editing and reshooting 

 To consider the impact of sharing videos 
 Compare paper and digital databases 

 Understand how to use records to collect data 
 Use tools to select specific data 
 Use databases to ask and interpret real-life scenarios 

Design & Technology 
 

 Use research& criteria to develop products which are fit for 
purpose and aimed at specific groups  

 Use annotated sketches, cross-section diagrams  
& computer-aided design  

 Analyse & evaluate existing products and  
                improve own work  
 

             Use mechanical & electrical systems in own products, 
including programming  

 Cook savoury dishes for a healthy & varied diet 

 

Geography 
 Find out about                          the needs of early settlers 

and the origins                          of place names 

 Be able to identify settlements and reasons for their 
siting (using appropriate vocabulary) 

 Use maps to identify the settlements 

 Identify a range of mapping symbols and know their 
meanings. 

 Understand and describe how settlements are 
connected. 

 To be able to design a village settlement influenced by 
physical features. 

 
 
 
Number & PV 
-read, write, order and compare numbers at 
least to 1,000,000  
-count forwards/backs in steps of powers of 10  
-count forwards and backwards with positive 
and negative whole numbers through zero.  
-round any number up to 1,000,000 to the 
nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10,000 and 100,000. 
Four Operations  
-add and subtract whole numbers with more 
than 4 digits 
-add and subtract numbers mentally with 
increasingly large numbers.  
-use rounding to check answers to calculations 
to multi-step problems.  
-Use short & long multiplication 
-solve problems involving multiplication and 
division, including scaling by simple fractions  

 

Mathematics 
Fractions  
-recognise mixed numbers and improper 
fractions and convert from one form to the 
other 
-add and subtract fractions with denominators 
that are multiples of the same number 
-multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers 
by whole numbers 
-recognise the per cent symbol (%), write 
percentages as a fraction 
Measures 
-estimate volume & capacity 
-convert between different units of measure  
-Understand equivalence between metric and 
imperial 
-use all four operations to solve problems 
involving measure 
 

 

 
Statistics 
-solve comparison, sum and difference 
problems using information presented in a 
line graph 
-complete, read and interpret information 
in tables, including timetables. 
 

    Modern       Languages 
 

 Zoo animals 

 Verbs and adjectives 

 Members of the family. 

 Listen & engage to a balance of written and spoken 

vocabulary 

 Ask & answer questions  

 Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary  

 Develop appropriate pronunciation  

 Show understanding of words & phrases  

 Broaden vocabulary 

 

 

Physical         Education 
 
 

 Use running,  jumping, catching  and throwing in isolation and  
in combination 

 Play competitive games, applying basic principles 

 Develop flexibility & control in gym, dance & athletics 

 Take part in Outdoor & Adventurous activities 

 Compare performances to achieve personal  bests 
 

 

Music 
Ukulele 

 Explore a range of techniques to create different 
sounds on a ukulele. 

 Learn how to read notation and apply this in their 
ukulele playing. 

 Learn about the role of a conductor. 

 Learn specific symbols to keep an ensemble together. 

 Learn a set repertoire in preparation for a 
performance. 

 Expand their chord knowledge to be able to play more 
complex pieces. 

 Build skills to read more challenging pieces in tablature. 
 
 

eligious      Education 
 

 

 Develop their knowledge and understanding of 
religions and world views 

  
 

 Develop their knowledge and understanding of 
religions and world views 

 Know and show a simple understanding of the 
Christian belief that Jesus was the “Christ”, the “Son of 
God”, and that Jesus was both God and man 

Science 
 

Mixtures and Reactions 
 

 To understand how some changes are reversible and 
others are not.  

 To know the technical terms for some of these 
processes. 

  
  
Forces 
  

 To investigate gravity, types of resistance and how 
mechanisms reduce workload. 

 

History 
 

 N/A 
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