Year 6: The Maya

Key V.ocabulary

astronomy

The study of the universe

mmobmnzs

to reneal the heans, which can

A natural pit used for mater
supplies

Chichen Tiza
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A series of rulers or leaders who
are all from the same family, or a
period when a country s ruled by
them

m ,

A picture or symbol representing a
word, syllable or sound

hostile terrain

Land that is difficult for people,
animals. and plants to lisve in

Ancther word for sweetcorn or
com on the cob. It can be made
into a dough and baked into tortil-
las.

set achions performed in a set
order

precious.
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How- different was it for the rich and the poor?
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irrigate soil using terraces
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in the jungle

The men cultivated the land .and the momen
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American and tramel mriter, John

What wos life was like and how do me know-?

Lloyd Stephens and British artist, Frederick

Catherwood explored the Maya city of Co-

Writing - The Maya mriting system, used to mwrite sereral different
Maya languages, mwas made up of over 800 symbols called glyphs.
Numbers - The Maya derveloped a complex number and counting
Food - Maize was a wery important crop that formed up to 80%
of the Maya people’'s diets.

Religion - The Maya helierred in and worshipped a number of
different gods. They helieved that the gods had a good side and a
bad side

Calendar- The Mayan calendar (Tzolkin) consisted of 260 days
and 13 months.

Primary sources
come directly from
the time of the
event e.g. a
photograph or an
artefact.

Secondary sources
are created after the
event and are often
created using
primary sources e.g.
a textbook.

pan in 1839. Drawings mere produced of the

There are as many as 88 different theories as to why the Mayan empire
declined, Some of the theories historians helieve are:

®The Mayans exhausted the erwironment. The land could no Longer
prmrtdz,forzsud'\alorg,epopulahun

o Constant warfare among the competing states mreakened the Mayans.

®There was a wmery Long period of drought, so the crops failed and people
starved.

oul massirve

o A Killer disease struck this part of Central America and i
numbers. The Maya newver recovered their former glory after
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