Year 5 The Western United States
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What are the features of the four regions of the United stotes?
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The water cycle What are mountains?

The water cycle has four main parts: evaporation, condensation, precipitation and accumulation. Mountains are areas of land much higher than the land surrounding them. They are higher

and usually steeper than a hill. They are normally over 600 metres high. They are usually

found in a group called a mountain range. Lines of ranges form mountain belts.
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What are rivers?

1. Evaporation happens when the Sun causes the water in the rivers, lakes and oceans to heat up and
A river is a naturally moving body of water. It flows from its source on high ground,
turn into a water vapour gas, which then goes into the air. Water from plants and trees also enters the

across the land, and then into another body of water. This could be a lake, the sea, an

atmosphere. This is called transpiration. hor
ocean or even another river.

H 2. As the water vapour rises during the evaporation stage, it cools down and turns back into liquid,

causing droplets to form, becoming clouds. This is called condensation.

- 3. When a cdoud becomes too full and heawy, the water falls to the ground as precipitation.

Precipitation can take the form of rain, sleet, hail or snow.

4. When water falls back to Earth as precipitation, the Earth absorbs some of the water that falls to the
ground. When the ground cannot absorb the water, it flows over the land, known as ‘run-off’ The water

that runs over the ground accumnulates in rivers, lakes and oceans. This is called accumulation.
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